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Re:

Dear Mr.

General communication, Inc.
Ex Parte Report, CC Dockets 96-45, 96-2~

caton:

General Communication, Inc. (GCI) hereby gives notice of an ex
parte contact. Kathy Shobert of GCI met with Dan Gonzales of
Commissioner Chong's office to discuss the attached and its
position in the above captioned proceedings.

Sill;;;:: ')&JJ
K::;~OS~bert
Director, Federal Affairs

cc: Dan Gonzales

901 15th Street N.W. • Suite 900 • Washington, DC 20005 • 202/842-8847
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INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS

Company

Fairbanks Municipal utilities system

Telephone utilities of Alaska

Douglas
Eielson A.F.B.
Ft. Wainwright
Juneau/Lemon Creek
sterling

Telephone utilities of the Northland

Delta Junction/Ft. Greely
Homer
Kenai
Kodiak
Nenana
Ninilchik
North Kenai
North Pole
Seldovia
Soldotna

Access Lines

32,351

26,718

1,298
2,139
3,029

10,872
9,380

40,982

1,675
5,787
5,837
6,942

371
606

2,055
8,484

320
8,905
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I
April 2, 1997

.Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy of our bona fide :request. elated Apri12, 1997, to
Telephone Utilities ofAlaska. Inc.• d/b/a PTI Telecommunications ~'TUA"h for
interconnection services and network elements. As you know, TUA is clAssified as a
"Rural Telephone CompanY' under the terms of the Te1ecommunieatioIU Act of
1996. The request. and this notice are presented under the terms ofSections 251
and 252 afthe Act.

Ifyou have any questions retarding this notice, please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 DenaH Street. Suite 1000 • Anohorage, Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/285-5800
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Apri12,1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President, Alaska Operations
Telephone Utilities ofAlask, Inc.
d/b/aJ PTI Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage. AX 99508

Be: Interconnection for Local Services

Dear Mr. Erickson:

This oorrespondence will serve to request that Telephone Utilities of Alaska, Inc.
("TUAIt) begin good faith negotiations towards voluntary apeement for
interconnection services and network elements uece8$ary fbr GCI Communication
Cozp., C'OC!") to provide local telecommunications services in the entire study areas
encompasema DoucIas, Eielson A.P.B., Ft. Wainwright. Junea\l, Sterling. and Lemon
Creek. This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such intercounection, services
and network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(the "Actj and AS 42.05.811. To ascertain the final tems and network
confieurations, it will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices fur
telecommunications services to be resold at just and reasonable priees, and for other
interconnection and network elements. In order to facilitate the·start of
negotiations, this letter sets forth necessary terms and conditions for resale
interconnection and network element interconnection separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act. TUA must of£er for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunicationa service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates. less any
portion attributable to marketing, billin(, collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by TUA. OCl proposes that TUA provide. for resale at wholesale

2550 OenaH Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska 99f503-27S1 • 907/265-seoo
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rates, any telecommunications semce that TUA provides at retail to customers who
are not telecommunications carriers, including not only current tariffed services, but
a1&o any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days, discounted
services, IIgrandfatheredtt services still beinc provided, bundled service offerince and
special contract servi.c2s. Gel will agree not to resell residential services to
nonresidential end users, nor to resell Lifeline or any other means-tested service to
end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services proVided for
resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and provided within
the same time intervals (i.e. provisioning, installation or repair) that TUA provides
these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE'lWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUA must also provide, to requesting telecom.munication~carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feaaible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
uondiscriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as

M credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate teJIDs. In
combination with resale, discussed above. interconnection with Gel'& local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TUA network elements can serve to allow the
provisioning by Gel of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elem.ents that provide 'the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or ita equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as

. ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive device. such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central ofliee subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used. such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
NetwOl"k Interface Device and the MDF at the central ofti.ce (or its equivalent).
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In cases where remote switching equipment is used. and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MOP (or ita equivalent).

U~undled..awitchingelements

UnbwuUed switching includes any and all elements of a central oftice switch and/or
remote switchinC systems through which aD end user's loop is connected to a network
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on signals originated by the end user.

1. Local SwitcbiDg: The hardware (trunk·side and lin.side access) and ~ftware

necessary to create a desired communication path between the en4 user and
another point based on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all features, functions. and capabilities of the switch, which include,
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines,
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and trunks to trunks, as well a8 the 8JUDe basic
capabilities made available to the TUA's customers, such as a telephone
number, white paee listing. and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, includina but not limited to, the provision of billing
information (end user and access), CUQtom calling, custom local area signaling
service featureB~ and Centrex. as well as any technically feasib~ customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and so:flware necessary to connect a
central o1!ice switch to another central office switch or to another point bued on
rou1;ing instructioDs received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
Switcbine includes the basic switchiDg function of connecting trunb to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end..office switches), including but not limited to
call recording. the routing of calls to operator services. and signaling conversion
features.

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared).
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches, and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
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requested eervic&& shall include obtaining the functionality provided by dit;ital
eross-connect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the TUA
provides such functionality to interexchange camers. Transport elements include,
but are not limited to, rights-of-way, utilidore and utiliwalks, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper transport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed, whether microwave, copper or fiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

CollocatioD

Gel requests a discussion as to physical collocation of GCI equipment necessary for
interoonnection Or access to unbundled network elements within existing wire
centers. OCI requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any remaining TUA
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated..

1. Physical Conocation: All necessary floor space, power, heating, air co~ditioning,

climate control. fire control, lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers. or remote
installations, such as remote switching systems. digital loop and subscriber loop
carriers, and fiber and other transport nodes. used to connect to facilities, or
hardware provided by an entity for itselfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEC in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type 01'

manulacturer of equipment or facilities used so long as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and ienerally accepted industry standards.

2. VIrtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEC at any point at which
the LEe interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manufacturer of equipment or facilities used·in such interconnection
80 long as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software,
information and databases to perform. directory services, including the publication of
directories.
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1. Directot'y Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide directory
semces. Access to the platform (if any) will be provided in such a way so as to
allow remote directory stations tD be c.onnected to t~e platform.

2. Directory~ and Databases: The directory liatinp, as wen as .~els to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, including the
name, addresa, 2ip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to
search for telephone numbers based on a name, addte$~ or other location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Support Systema

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the 81stems, including the
necessary hardware, so1'tware and databases, used in the ordering, provisioning,
maintenance. testing, billiDc, and updatinl of network databases. As discussed
below under quality of services, access to each of the operations support systezo.l
ahaIl be provided. through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system. must provide timely information the same as-the
information TUA provides to itself. In aU cues, TUA should discuss with GCI the
steps necessary to provide access to electronic databases on a dedica'ted port basis,
facilitating remote (off-site) access to said databases.

1. Orderine and Provisioning: The systems, databases, and procedures in which
the LEe establishes a request tbr service. includinc all features and t\mctions.
assigns telephone numbers. schedules a date and time for ~allation (if access
to a location is required or ifa servics call is requi%ed to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval ofdata from the
service order input system, plant assiinment records and· the service order
dispatch system.. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by GCI, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into 'other databases which establish directory
listings, populate lJDB, and update directory services databases upon
provisioning of the end user's eel'Vice. Input into databases to activate features
and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end user's service request.

2. BilIinr: The information recorded by the central office, adjunct processor. or
centralized recordinC devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
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Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
informatioa neceeaary to bill the end ueer for calls it is required to pay for and
veri(y all information necessary to verity charpa 1br services that GCI is
required to pay for. TUA will provide for the retrieval of data from the database
in which TUA Store8 customer inioTmation used to generate a· bill to the end
user based on the service and fea~ures and functions ordered by the end user.
Billinc information used to generate a bill for or to GCI would include, but'not
be limited to, data in the a~propriate Automatic Message Accounting (AMA)
records and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) databases.

3. MaintenAnce: The systema, datab8$es. and procedures in which TUA generates
customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end user
premises, and schedules repair actions. Where trouble tickets are still. tracked
manually, access to those records regarding GOI end users shoul~ also be
provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which monitor and report
on the integrity of the TUA network and can be used to inform end users of
network problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include. but not 1)e limited
to. access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked'manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEe to iSolate troubles and direct :repair
operations. The systems used by the LEe to routinely test individual parts oC
the network (loops. switches, transmission, and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the performance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems, databases. and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for Gel
facilities shall be furnished On request, along with testing lor any module or bay
housini GCI lines and trunks. .

5. Quality of service: Ac:cess to each of the operations support systems shall be '
provided tbrougb. the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by TU,A. then· the best means practically available. Each operations
suppolt system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information TVA provides to itself. In all cases, TVA should discuss with
GCI the steps necessary to, as soon as possible, provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (off-site) access to said
databases.
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Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, subject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that TUA provides these services to others. including end users. Support
8ervices provided relating to unbundled network elements (Le. aB8iaument.
installation or repair) shall be equal in quality. subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that TUA provides
theee services to itself or others, including end users.

TUA should· fumi8h to GCI comparative quality of service and network
performance data, reporting TUA Va. CLEO performance (average installation
time, averap outages, etc.) the saJne as or better than the information data
that TUA provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of telecommunications
se:rvicea or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundled), the Act
requires TUA to provide reasonable notice to GCI of changes in the irIformation
necesaary lot the provision ofsuch services, as well as any of any other chances that
would affect the int&roperability of our respective facilities and networks. GCI
would propose that TUA provide Gel with notice regarding any network change that
will a.ifect GCrs performance or ability to provide service or will affect TUNs
interoperabllity with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public. including GCI, pursuant to the Regulations contained at 47 O.F.R. 51.325..
SSlS, and to GCI individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
eogineerinl representatives of the parties. TUA shall pve notice to Gel of ita initial
election of methods under 47 c.r.R. 5LS29(a) and of any chanees in such method.
OCI also specifically requests pricing ofany. and all systems training materials and
support neceB88l'Y to implement any such chauces as part of such notice.

NUMBER POBTABILITYIDIALING PARITY

Under the Act, TUA must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competinl providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided V1ith existing software, GCI would propose that
number portability, and dialing parity for 0+, 0·, 411, 555-1212, 844 etc., be
instituted OD an interim. basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industxy plan for
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implementing local number portability is developed, and a network 8UPPO:ttiDg
such a plan ia available at TUA, Gel would propose implementing number
portability through the establishment of its own dedicated NXXe iJ1 each Wire
Center, and the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support retention
orexistinc numbers by current TUA customers migratinl to Gel, upon entry by
GOl into local competition in TUA service areas•

. 2. Dialing Parity: 'Dialing parity' meana that a person that is Dot an affiliate of a
local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications serriees in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
ofany access code, their teleoommUDications to the telecommunications services
provider. of the .customer's designation from among two or more
tslecommunications services providers (including such local exchange 981'rier.)
Gel anticipates that TUAts current capabilities can accommodate the. provision
ofdialing parity.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY
.

In addition to the collocation described above, TUA shall provide GCI with non
discriminatoIy access to any pole. duct, conduit, utilidorslwalk or rights-of -way
(including fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include any use to which TUA puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipment, including remote terminals, OD property oWDed or
controlled by TUA. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans, it
is Ilec&BBary that OCI be provided adequate information reprdinl the placement
and. fill as to these facilities. especially as they %elate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally, TUA and GCI must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arraneements for the transport and termination of te1ecqmmunication traffic
between the networks. This reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
reoovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of tsrminating such calls. Gel would propose that this reciprocal reeovety be
initially plOvided by a Ctbill·and-keep" arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.
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PU1'8uant to the Act. a copy of this request i.e being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Comm.i8sion. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start ofnegotiationa.

Gel COMMUNICATION. CORP.

.

Br-()1~
Mark R. Modemw

Ita: Corporate Counsel

cc: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorap. AX 99501



April 2, 1997

Alaska Publie Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Commissioners:

CI

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request, dated April 2, 1997, to
Telephone Utilities of the Northland, Inc., d/b/a PTI TeleeommUDications(~,
for interconnection services and network elements. As you know, TUN! is classified
~ a "Rural Telephone Company" under the terms ofthe Telecommunications Act of
1996. The request, and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251
and 252 ofthe Act.

Ifyou have any questions re~ardingthis notice, please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street. Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/286-6800
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April 2, 1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President, Alaska Ope~ationa

Telephone Utilities of the Northland, Inc.
d/b/aJ PTl Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK 99503

Re: Interconnection for Local Services

DearMr. Erickaon:

This correspondence will serve to request that Telephone Utilities of the Northland,
Inc. ("TUNI") begin good faith necotiations towards voluntary agreement mr
interconnection, services and network elements necessary far GCI Communication
Corp., ("GCI") to provide local telecommunications services in the entire study areas
encompassing Delta Junction, Fort Greely, Homer, Kenai, Kodiak, Kodiak Coast
Guard, Nenana, Ninilchik, North Kenai, North Pole, Seld~, and Soldotna. This
letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services and network
elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Act}
and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurations, it will
be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications services to be
resold at just ~d reasonable prices r and for other interconnection and network
elements. In order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale interconnection and network element
interconneeti~separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act, TONI must otl'er for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing. billing. COllection, overhead or other costs that

2550 oenali Street. Suite 1000 • Anohorage, Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-6600
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will be avoided by TONI. Gel proposes that TUNI provide, tor resale at wholesale
rates, any telecommunications service that TUN! provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers, including DOt only current tariffed services,
but also any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days,
discounted services, "grandiathered" services still beinl provided, bundled service
afTerings and special contract serviC81. GCI will agree not to resell residential
services to nonresidential end users, nor to resen Lifeline or any other means-teated
service to end U&ersuot eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided for resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time interVals (i.e. provisioning, installation Or repair)
that TUNI provides these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE'IWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUNI must also provide, to requesting telecommunications carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory, This must also :include appropriate outage terms. (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate terms. In
combination with resale, discussed above, interconnection with Gct's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TUNI network elements can serve to allow the
provisionini by OCI of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types ot intercoDOection and access, lor which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundl~dloops include any and. all elements that provide the connection. at all
levels, between the end user customer·s premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as
ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive devites such as load coils or·
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (OLe)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
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Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central o:f1iee (or its equivalent).
In eases where remote switching equipment is used, and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbundled switehing elements

Unbundled switching includes any and all elements of a central ofiice switch andlor
remote switching systems through whlch an end user's loop is connected to a network
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on signals originated by the end user.

1. Local Switehin,: The hardware (trunk-side and line-side access) and Software
necessary to create a desired communication path between the end user and
another point based on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all features. functions, and capabilities of the switch, which include,
but are not limited to the basic switching function of oonnectiDg lin~s to lines.
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and trunks to trunks. as wen as the same basic
capabilities made available to the TUNrs customers, such as a telephone
number. white page listing, and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, including but not limited to, the PrQV'ision of billing
iniormation (end user and access). custom calling. cU$tom local area signaling
service features. and Centrex, as well as any technically feasible customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central office switch to another central office switch or to another point b8SQd on
routing instructions received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
Switching includes the basic switching function of connecting trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end-office switches), includinU but not limited to
call recording, the routing ofcalls to operator services, and signaling conversion
features. .

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches. loeal tandem
switches, remote switches, and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
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designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the prOVlSlon of
requested services shall include obtaiDing the functionality provided by digital
C2'0ss..connect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the TUN!
provides such functionaHty to interexchanp carriers. Transport elements include,
but are Dot limited to, richts-of-way, utilidors and utiliwalks, eon4uit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio. fiber and
copper trau8port facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" Or may include any
electronics employed, whether microwave, copper 6r tiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

Collocation

GCI requesta a discussion as to physical collocation of GCI equipment necessary fur
interconnection or acceae to unbundled network elements within existiilg wire
centers. OCI requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any remaiIrlng TONI
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated.

.
1. Physical Collocation: AU necessary floor space, power, heating, air conditioning,

clixnate control, fire control, lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices ·and wire centers, or remote
installatiODS, such as rem.ote switching systeml, c1icitalloop 8Dd subscriber loop
carriers, aDd fiber and other transport nodes, U8ed to connect to facilities, or
hardware provided by an entity for itselfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEe in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type 01"

manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so lone as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and RsruJations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and cenerally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facUities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEe at any point at which
the LEO interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manufacturer of equipment or facilities used in BUch intefC)nllection
so long as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Rerulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted induatry
standards.
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Unbundled Directo!Y Assistance and Directoty Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software,
information and databases to perform directory services, including the publication of
directories.

1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide direCtory
services. .Ac:ceaa to the platf'o:nu (if any) will be provided in such a way so as to
allow remote directory stations to be connected to the platform.

2. Directory Listinis and Databases: The directory listings, as well as access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, includine the
name, address, zip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to
search for telephone numbers based on a name, address, or other· location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations §ulWort Systems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the systems, includ.ine the
necessary hardware, software and databases, used in the ordering, pl'Ovisiouing,
maintenance, testing, billing, and updating of network databases. As discu88ed
below under quality of services, access to each of the operations support systems
shall be provided through the use or an electronic interface whew possible. Each
operations support system must provide timely information the same as-the
information TONI provides to itself. In all cases, TUN! should discuss with GC1 the
steps necessary to provide aceeea to electronic databases on a dedicated port basis,
facilitatinC remote (oft'·site) access to said databases.

1. Ordering and ProvisioniQi: The systems, databases, and procedures in which
the LEO establishes a request for service, including all features and functions,
assigns telephone numbers, schedules a date and time for installation (if access .
to a"location is required or ifa service caU is required to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval of data from the
service order input system. plant assignment records and the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by Gct will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into other databases which establish directory
listings, populate LIDB. and update directory services databases upon
provisioning ofthe end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
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and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end user"s service request.

2. Billing: The information recorded by the C&ntral oflice, adjunct processor, or
centralized recording devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information necessary to bill the end user for calla it is required to pay for-and.
verify all information necessary to v&rify charges for services that GOI is
required to pay fbr. TUN! will provide for the retrieval of data from the
database in which TUNI stores customer information used to generate a bill to
the end user based on the service and features and functions ordered by the end
user. Billing information used to generate a bill for or to Gel would include, but
not be limited to" data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting
(AMA) zeeords and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) data.ba~s.

3. Maintenance: The systems, databases, and procedures in which TUN!
~enerates customer reported troubles, schedule. appointments for work at end
user premises, and schedules repair actions. Where trouble ticke~ are stiU
tracked manually, access to those records regarding GCI end users should also
be provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which monitor and
report on the integrity ofthe TUN! network and can be used to inform end users
ofnetwork problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locatioDi. Access to maintenance databases would include, but Dot be limited
to. access to the trou.ble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked manuany,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testini: The systems used by the LEe to isolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEe to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops. switches, transmission, and other funetional parts or the
network) and report on the performance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems, databases, and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for 001
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing for any module or bay
housing GCllines and trunks.

5. Quality of service: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be
provided through the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by TUNl, then the best means practieally available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information TUN! provides to itself. In all cases. TUN! should discuss with
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Get the steps necessary to, as Boon as possible. provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (offpsite) access to said
databases.

Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, subject to
the lame conditions, aDd provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that TUN! provides these services to others, incl~g end usera. Support
services provided relating to unbundled network elements (i.e. assignment,
installation or repair) shall be equal in quality. subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that TUN! provides
these services to itself or others. including end users.

TUN! should fumish to GCI comparative quality of service and network
perfurmance data, reporting TUN1 VB. CLEO performance (average instillation
time, average outaaes. etc.) the same as or better than the information data
that TUN! provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of telecommunications
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundled), the Act
requires TUN! to provide reasonable notice to GOI of ehanpa in the information
necessary for the provision ofsuch services, as wen as any of any other changes that
would affect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. GCI
would propose that TUN! provide GCI with notice regardiDg any network chanp
that will affect acrs performance or ability to provide service Or will deet TUNI's
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public, including GCI, pursuant to the Regulations contained at 47 C.F.R. 51.325·
835, and to GC1 individually at regularly scheduled meeting8 between designated
encineering representatives of the parties. 'lUNI shall pve notice to Gel of its
initial election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 61.329(a) and of any changes in. such
method. OCI also specifically requests pricing of any, and all systems training
materials and support necessary to implement any such changes as part of such
notice.

NUMBER PORT~ILITYIDIALING PARITY

Under the Act. TONI must provide nu.mber portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to eompe'tini providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided .with existing software, Gel would propose that
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number portability, and dialing parity for 0+. 0-, 411, 555-1212, 844 etc., be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point·
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan fur
implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting'
BUch a plan is available at TtJNI, GCI would propose implementinr; number ~

portability through the establishment of its own dedicated NXX.s in each Wire
Center, and the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution, to support retention
orexisting numbers by current TUN! customers mierating to Gel, upon entry by
Gel into local competition inTUN! service areas..

2. Dialing Parity: 'Dialing parity' means that a person that is not an affiliate of a
local excbange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
of any access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the customers designation from among two .or more
teleoommunications services providers (including such local exchange carrier.)
Gel anticipates that TUNl's current capabilities can accommodate the provision
of dialing parity.

RIGHTS-OF..WAY

In addition to the collocation described above, TUNI shall provide GCI with non
discriminatory access to any pole, duet, conduit, utilidors/walk or richts-of -way
(mcludinC fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include. any use to whicl1 TUN! puts such facilities O~ property, including the
placement of equipment, including remote terminals, 011 property owned o~

controlled by TUNI. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalit.e facilities plans,
it is necessary that GCr be provided adequate information regarding the placement
and fill as to these facilities. especially as they relate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally, TUN! and Gel must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arrangements for the transport and termination of telecommunication traffic
between the networks. ThiB reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
recovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
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facilities of calls originatinlon the facilities of the other. Further. the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminatinl such calle. GCI would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a "bill-and·keep~ arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending 6nal network configuration.

Pursuant to the Act. a copy of this request is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start of negotiations.

GCI COMMUNICATION. CORP.

oc: APUe
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage,.AX 99501

By:

Ita:
Mark R. Moderow
Corporate CoU118el

-
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Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorage. AX. 99501

Dear Comurissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona tide request, dated Apri12, 1997, to
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System rFMUSj. for interconnection services and
network elements. As you know. FMUS is classified as a ~ural Telephone
Compani" under the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. The request.
and this notice are presented under the terms or Sections 251 and 252 ofthe Act.

lfyou have any questions regardiDg this notice. please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-6600
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April 2, 1997

Mr. Frank Biondi, General Mana~er
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System
645 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks, AX 99707

Re: Interconnection for 1Dcal Services

Dear Mr. Biondi:

This correspondence will serve to request that Fairbanks Municipal Utilities
System CTMUS") beem good faith necotiations towards voluntary acreement for
interconnection. services and network elements nec8S881'Y for GCI Communication
Corp., ("GCI") to provide local telecommunications services in the Fairbanks area.
This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services and
network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the
"~) and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurations, it
will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications services to be
resold at just and reasonable prices, and for other interconnection' and network
elements. In order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale interconnection and network element
interconnection separately. .

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act, FMUS must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing. collectioIlr overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by FMUS. GCI proposes that FMUS provide, for resale at wholesale
rates any telecommunications service that FMUS provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers. including not only current tariffed services.

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anohorage. Alaska gg503-2781 • 907/265-5600
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but also any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days,
discounted services, '~erandfatheredu services still being provided. bundled service
offerings and special contract services. GCI will acree not to resell residential
services to nonresidential end users, nor to reaell Lifeline or any other means-tested
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided for resale shall be equal in quality. subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time intervals (i.e. provisioning, installation or .repair)
that FMUS provides these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE1WORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, FMUS must also provide, to requesting telecommunications carriers,
interoonneetion and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondi&crimi.natory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate terms. In
com.bination with resale, discussed above, interconnection with acre local facilities
and unbundled access to certain NUS network elements can serve to. allow the
provisioning by Gel of competitive loeal telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following .

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elements that provide the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as
ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive device8 such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between 'the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central of:tice subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
In cases where rem.ote switching equipment is used, and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical


